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The main menu of OASYS (on-line assessment system) 
highlights the available options for this learner.  Unavailable 
options can still be selected, and result in an explanation as to 

why they are not a valid option at present. 

The first question in the first test is a Multiple Choice Question 
(MCQ).  The background colour (which can easily be seen at a 
distance by invigilators!) for this test is light blue and is used to 

represent this test consistently throughout the system. 
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The question navigator is shown at the top – green buttons 

represent answered questions, red unanswered, and a larger button 
for the current question.  The test need not be done in linear 

sequence – this learner has only answered questions 1, 3 and 4. 

Permutational Multiple Choice Questions (PMCQs) are another 
question type.  Potential answers are jumbled up “randomly” 

(actually, not quite – this learner will always see this question this 
way) so that answers cannot be copied from a nearby learner. 
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Entirely free response answers are a major feature of OASYS - 
free responses are marked by other learners.  Also note here the 
use of HTML links to supporting material, and the use of images 

in the question and potential answers on the previous page. 

When the End Test button is been pressed, the learner is asked to 
confirm their choice with this screen.  After they do, the test is 

“handed in” and the learner can proceed with marking. 
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Learners are required to mark three scripts to gain full credit.  The marking page shows the original question; advice on the correct use 

of the mark scheme for this question; the answer to be marked (which was previously entered by another learner) and finally the 
marking interface.  Notice that answers to the multiple choice questions (in this test, questions 1-7) are automatically marked and so 
cannot be selected in the question navigator – feedback on MCQ answers is given in the “see my marks” interface, described next. 
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“See my marks” is where learners obtain feedback on their own 

scripts, and can be viewed at any time from anywhere on the 
Internet.  Marking can also be done in learners’ own time.  The 

MCQ is “jumbled” the same way as the learner originally saw it. 

PMCQs attempt to minimise the probability of a correct response 
from a simple guess, and so the learner receives all the points 
available (as set in a mark scheme) if they are correct in both 
answers, and no points if either or both answers are incorrect. 
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Colours are used to provide cues throughout OASYS: here, colours are used to represent the anonymous markers of a script.  The three 
learners who performed this marking seem to have given similar opinions, and one has entered a feedback comment.  The final mark 

for the question is derived from the marks given, the maximum possible being set (by the administrator) in the mark scheme. 
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All the marking information about a script is collated for the learner in the “summary sheet”.  This particular learner has quite a good 
overall result, but the overall spread of marks given by other learners (shown in the “break down table”) seems to be fairly wide, 

despite the lack of variance in marking by the learner represented in mauve. 
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At the administration end, some common tasks, such as creating 
and editing questions, are eased by the provision of a web based 

interface.  The stark red background here distinguishes the 
example test, which is not seen by normal learners. 

Questions can use mathematical symbols, but these must be 
created as images as current web browsers do not support these 

symbols directly. 
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Administrators can browse learners’ responses to questions… … and also their feedback comments entered whilst marking. 
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Statistics can be generated in real time from the database.  
Question 4 (an MCQ) seems to have mislead the majority of 

learners who have done the test so far (there are approximately 
another 80 learners still to complete this test at this point in time). 

Lastly, an interface allowing moderation is currently under 
development (this screen shot is of a prototype). 

 
Thank you for browsing this document. 

 


